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Isaac’s Insights & Leroy’s Lesson

Since adopting Leroy the puppy (or perhaps I should say, being adopted by him), I can’t help but
reflect on his similarities and differences to Isaac, my beloved dog who passed away last June. I’ve
even called Leroy by Isaac’s name accidentally a few times, and he seems to know who I’m talking
about! I can already tell they are very different dogs, but one thing they share in common is that they
are naturally teachers. 

Isn’t that so true of our canines and felines? It’s no wonder that God teaches us through them. After
all, He created all of the animals of earth, sky, and sea before forming us from the dust. They existed
before we did, and along with all of creation are telling the glory of God.

As we enter the Lenten season, we will hear the statement, “Remember that from dust you came, and
to dust you shall return.” The animals are some of our best teachers of this truth: we live, and we die,
but through Jesus Christ we die to self so we might live forever with Him! 

As hard as it was to say goodbye to Isaac last year, in Leroy we’re experiencing resurrection life in a
new way. I pray that you will find new life as well this season as we worship together, vision
together, and pray together as the body of Christ. 

Know how grateful I am for each of you. It’s an honor to serve as your pastor.

all good things,

dr. d

* As shared on Sunday morning before the worship service began, I will be on two weeks’ leave
starting this week. I look forward to being with you at the Ash Wednesday service, and for the next
two Sundays, the Rev. Jerry Davis is scheduled to bring the Word of the Lord in Sunday morning
worship. I’ll be back in the pulpit on March 3 for Confirmation Sunday and sharing in Holy
Communion. If you are in need of pastoral care in my absence, please contact Gail in the church
office. Know that I will be holding you in prayer, and I thank you for doing the same for us.*



What’s Happening 

at FUMC........... 
   ANGELS IN APRONS                

Feb. 12 - 25 - Jane & Jenny Caston           
Feb. 26 - Mar. 10 - Bob & Nita Wyman

Judy Shirley Circle - The Judy Shirley Circle
will meet on Monday, February 19, at 6:00 pm
in the Fellowship Hall. Hostesses will be Nita
Wyman, Wilma Hinshaw and Judy Shirley.
We will study Chapter 7 in our book, Women
of the Bible. We hope everyone can attend.

Souper Bowl Lunch – Our Souper Bowl
Lunch Sunday was a big success. Thanks to
Gen Thomas for chairing the event and to the
Joe Stephens Sunday School Class and our
youth for helping serve. We also had a
successful canned food drive and the donated
items will be delivered to the Clay County
Food Pantry.

Confirmation Luncheon – Our next meal
together will be Sunday, March 3rd, following
the church service as we celebrate our
confirmand, John Marlin Stewart. We will
need side dishes and desserts, so please see the
sign-up sheet at the back of the sanctuary for
ways you can help. Thanks to Barbara Bryan
and Judy Staggers for chairing this event.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper – Our
Shrove Tuesday pancake supper was also a
great success. Thank you to our chairman Bob
Seitz, and to all those who cooked, plated and
worked the drive-thru.

Stewardship Campaign – On Sunday, we
celebrated Super Bowl Sunday by
fellowshipping together with a meal and
donating canned goods to our local food
pantry. We also started our Stewardship
campaign.  28 pledge cards were turned 
in for a total of: $162,920 to the Operating

Fund and $16,205.00 to the Building Fund. You can
still turn your card into the office. Thanks to everyone
who pledged. 

Ash Wednesday Service – Our Ash Wednesday
service will be February 14 at 6 p.m.

 MUSIC NOTES
Hello Church Family! 
Last week, I promised to give you a
list of songs, one every day, to listen

to during Lent. You can listen to all of these on
YouTube.

Wednesday, February 14 – “Psalm 1" by Poor
Bishop Hooper (This is a great way to begin Lent.
“Oh the joy of those who meditate day and night on
the law of The Lord”.) 
Thursday, February 15 – “Hide Thou Me” by the
Gaithers (One of my favorite Southern Gospel Hymns
sung by one of my favorite groups!) 
Friday, February 16 – “Jireh” by Maverick City
(Be prepared for this song to make you cry… in a
good way. “I’ll never be more loved than I am right
now.”)
Saturday, February 17 – “He Ain’t Never Done Me
Nothing But Good” by The Issacs (Get ready for an
upbeat Bluegrass favorite to start your weekend out
the right way!)
Sunday, February 18 - “O Come to the Altar” by
Elevation Worship (Prepare yourself to come worship
at the altar of the Lord with this modern praise hymn.) 
Monday, February 19 - “ Fix My Eyes by King and
Country” (Start off your week with this
Contemporary KLUV hit that reminds us to live our
week out by fixing our eyes on God.) 
Tuesday, February 20 - “ If There Were No God”
by Acappella  (Acappella is a group that sings, well,
acappella! This is one of my favorites that reminds us
that God is here and because of him, we have all
beautiful things!)

                                            Rachel

Let's go skating! We will be
going to Skate Odyssey in
Starkville on February 18.
We will meet at the church
at 2:30. All ages are
welcome to go! There are
skate trainers available for

our younger skaters. The cost of skating will be
covered; however, if you would like to play
arcade games please plan accordingly. 

Jessi
                                          

 UPCOMING YOUTH
 EVENTS

 UMYF  meets on           
Wednesday nights at     

5:30. We will have supper and then devotion and
fellowship.  Join us!  

SUPPER HOSTS:                                      
February 14 - Jane Caston
February 21 - Amy Buckley
February 28 - Lucy McKellar

Celebrating Our CDC

The CDC would like to invite anyone who likes
to read to children to volunteer to be a reader.
Readers can pick out their own books, dress up
if they like, and have a lot of fun. Reading days
are Fridays from 8:30 -10:30 a.m. and the reader
reads to five classrooms for 15 minutes each.
Join in the fun and call or text Anna Dill @ 662-
418-7805 if you are interested in volunteering to
read! It will be a blessing to you!

LET US PRAY…  

For our Members
Beverly Campbell                 Jordan Helveston
Lynne Posey                         Donna Cook
Kenny D i l l                             Charlotte Messier
Ann Gatlin    Gail Wolanek
Ben Rosen k  r a  n  s                     Johnnie Newell
Fox & Evelyn Haas     Laney Wooten
Austin Hill    Emerson Houston

  
For our Constituents: 
Deb McGaughey

For our Family and Friends:
Mary Margaret Case (daughter of Kenny Dill)
Susie Purnell Randall (daughter of George & Luann
Purnell)
Don Hoover, Jr. (nephew of Beth Raines)
Karen Cliett
Robert Calvert (father of Anita Keys)
Billy Wayne Yarbrourgh (father-in-law of Hunter
Brewer)
Caryl Currier (sister of Gloria Bunnell)
Frank McKellar (father of Jason McKellar)
Gigi Ellis
Susan Johnson (mother of Abbey Dichiara  & Allison 
Brister)
Barbara Humber
Loretta Milican (sister of Dee Echols)
Cliff Watkins (cousin of Ben Thomas)
Family of Helen Perry (grandmother of Emily Hays)
Family of Betty Holmes (grandmother of Emily Hays)
Family of Wanda Triplett (niece of Vic Johnson)
Family of Frances Stacy (aunt of Jessi Sugg)
Family of Brenda Loveless (mother of Phil
McClellan)

For our Nation and World:
War in Ukraine and Israel

*Unless told otherwise, we will leave these names on the
prayer list for two months. Please update us on anyone you
have added to the list.*

https://youtu.be/FVy6M1gWNmo?si=5RQvK9Llg0FgDpXV
https://youtu.be/69xWrgQH-bU?si=map2A_adk4-iLBte
https://youtu.be/ET-vMMYn-sM?si=JyqTdWm0XBksGYnW
https://youtu.be/KgunSXagOjA?si=9P_yagrpVLXRuwmX
https://youtu.be/OpfuKKH_SCE?si=494qM2KUCJebZkbJ
https://youtu.be/Yd2we03Sy4I?si=RFIbMdRDQbGW6wxw
https://youtu.be/njCiudHT7Zg?si=JVl4ExJv0G3E4Xn7
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/457073006667.
http://www.fumcwestpoint.com

