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A Note from the Pastor

One of my constitutional deficiencies as a pastor is that | don’t do
enough cheerleading. Bishop Swanson loved to say, “It's a poor frog
that can’t praise his own pond.”

As I've seen friends in Dayton this week that | haven’t seen in person
in a year or so, we have had the typical, “How are things going where
you are?” conversations. As | have answered that question repetitively,
my gratitude for our church and for this season of life has grown and
grown.

There are the personal delights of having kids that are growing and
changing each day, a new nephew who has arrived this summer, and
a retirement to celebrate with my mom.

But there is also a great deal to celebrate in the life of our church, and
what God is doing in West Point at First UMC. Our church’s unity,
warmth, and commitment to our shared mission is beautiful in this
season of our life. Our staff's hard work has ensured that our meals,
mission, music, programs, and discipleship are continuing and
growing. The addition of Rev. Dr. Ken Pickens only elevates that work.
You all have been showing up for weekly communion and our
Wednesday study. Our confirmands are learning and growing and
preparing to join the church. Folks are finding their way into our church
family and getting a sense, too, for what God is doing. Our
administrative leaders are going above and beyond to keep our
facilities and operations running smoothly.

In the next few weeks, we’ll celebrate the Blessing of the Backpacks,
we’ll kick off our Wednesday Night activities for the year (including a
return of our family meals), and we’ll settle into the fall semester.

| couldn’t be more excited to be your pastor and to labor with you in
God's vineyard. Thank you for being a part of it all, and letting me be a
part of it with you. Keep up the good work!

In Christ,
Br. Chad



Angels in Aprons
July 14 - July 27 - Dee Echols and Stacy Hays
July 28 - August 10 - Barbara lles and Holly Hitt

Wednesday Activities - There will be no Wednesday
Bible Study or Holy Communion this Wednesday. They
will resume next Wednesday, July 29th.

Save the Dates - Please place the following events on
your calendars for August.

August 2 - Blessing of the Backpacks

August 5 - Special Night for Children and Youth
August 8 - Rummage Sale - 7:00am until noon
August 12 - Regular Wednesday Night Activities Begin
August 16 - Confirmation and Confirmation Lunch
August 30 - Fish Fry - 5:00pm @ The Harrell Barn

QUARTERLY CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS
24 Quarter Contribution statements will be
emailed this week. Please watch for an email
from fumc@fumcwestpoint.com. If we do not
have an email on file for you, you will receive your
statement in the mail. If you have questions
about your statement, please contact Julie.

CHURCH MEETINGS
July 28 @ 6:00pm - Leadership Council
August 17 @ 4:30pm - CDC Board Meeting

RUMMAGE
SALE

We will accept items for the
rummage sale thru july 31.
Please bring items to the
Fellowship Hall and leave at
the table by the door. We
will place items in the
proper place.

What a Wonderful Wednesday Night Supper!
Over seventy people turned up to welcome Ken
Pickens and his family on Wednesday night. It was a
great night of wonderful food and fellowship. Thanks
to Joey Hays, George Purnell, Ladonna Helveston, and
Julie Gray for providing the delicious barbeque, baked
beans, potato salad, and slaw. We also want to thank
everyone who furnished desserts and to Dee Echols for
decorating for this event.

After the supper Ken and his family proceeded to the
Bryan Youth Center to meet with the youth and enjoy
ice cream sundaes. We want to thank Revive for
providing the sundaes for this occasion.

July Loaves and Fishes
Sixteen of our church members enjoyed a delicious
meal of barbeque, baked beans, slaw, potato salad and
cake last week thanks to Nita Wyman, Wilma Hinshaw,
Jean Dill and Jubilations. We also want to thank Gary
Echols, Beth Raines, Nina Millard, Cinzia Duncan and
Ladonna Helveston for delivering.



BLESSING OF THE
BACKPACKS

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2
DURING THE WORSHIP SERVICE

ALL STUDENTS ENTERING
THE 2026-2027 SCHOOL
YEAR ARE ASKED TO BRING ™
THEIR BACKPACKS
TO CHURCH THAT MORNING
TO BE BLESSED.
We will also kick off our School
Supply Drive on that day. A tub
will be located at the back of the

sanctuary for you to place
your supplies.

Youth Trip to Lake Junaluska
The trip to M28 Ministries was an enlightening
experience for the church youth who attended: Eli
McKellar, John Marlin Stewart, Hayden Wallace, and
Levi Rose. Jon Burris, Galen Walter and Brother

CHILDREN'’S JULY SUNDAY SCHOOL
TEACHERS
July 5 -Gail Foote and Dee Echols

July 12 - Greg and Jessi Sugg Chad chaperoned the group.

July 19 - Bill and Caroline Atkins After a long drive, the group began the week with
July 26 - Linda Drake worship. The participants gathered for morning
and Shannon Wallace worship to energize themselves for the rest of the

\ day as they moved on to workshops. These

workshops covered a wide range of topics, from

music in ministry to deep dives into the worship
lessons for the day. In the afternoon, they engaged

in local activities like swimming, kayaking, and a

volleyball tournament! The staff were well-prepared

and enthusiastic for each worship and small group
session in the evening, and small group sessions
were crucial in solidifying the message of worship
and providing an opportunity for the youth to
discuss the Gospel. The speakers were eager to
convey their messages to the youth. Overall, the
youth had the chance to encounter Jesus, forge
lifelong friendships, and experience unforgettable
moments of worship, teaching and fun.

YOUTH HOSTS FOR JULY

Reading in the CDC July 1- Barbara lles and Gail Foote and
The children in Infant B are totally engrossed in the book Betty Fulgham
Pop-Up Peekaboo Bunny as Destinee Cummings reads July 22 - Amy Buckley and Stacy Hays

to them. Many thanks to Kelsie and Taylor White for

July 29 - Gracy Taylor and Lucy McKellar
donating this book to the child development center.
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First United Methodist Church

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Chad Bowen, Pastor, 494-5133
Rachel Wood, Music Ministries, 494-2198
Stacy Hays, Family Ministries, 494-2198
Julie Gray, Financial Secretary, 494-1658
Gail Foote, Office Manager, 494-1658
Kindal Gammill, Pianist
Rev. Dr. Ken Pickens - Youth Minister
Galen Walter, Youth Intern
Ron Crawford, Custodian
Kenya Lee, CDC Director, 494-6811

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
July 26, 2026
11:00 AM
SCRIPTURE LESSON
2 Corinthians 5:11-15
SERMON
“‘Baptism: A New Beginning”
ANTHEM
“The Savior Is Waiting” - arr. Bock
SOUND TECH: Mike Gammill
LAY READER: Vic Johnson
STREAM TEAM: Art Shirley

The 11:00 AM worship Service is broadcast on
WKBB 100.9 FM and on Facebook Live at
First UMC of West Point and YouTube.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION as of 6/30/2026

ONLINE GIVING QR CODE

Total revenue received in June  $35,944.75 ATTENDANCE July 19, 2026
Total expenses in May. ($52,425.66) Sunday SchoOl....vvvvenn. 47
Year to date revenue $205,556.71 Worship Service...... 62
Year to date expenses ($236,271.29) Virtual 11:00 AM Service......1

More detailed financial information is available here:

https://fumcwestpoint.com/monthly-financial-summary/

In the Hospital

Our Members
Elizabeth Bailey
Liv Brand

Tommy Bryan
Helen Childress
Donna Cook

Gale Griggs
Evelyn Haas
Caroline Harrell
Jordan Helveston
Austin Hill
Emerson Houston
Susan Johnson
Victoria Johnston
Charlotte Messier
Jerry Mize
Johnnie Newell
Charlotte Portera
Ben Rosenkrans
Billy Buck & Judy Staggers
Jimmy & Kathy Wood

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Dugan
Deb McGaughey

Our Family and Friends:

Ted Berry

Wayne Brand

Joe Brownlee

Mickey Burgess

Edith Carlisle

Caryl Currier (Gloria Bunnell's sister)

Cora Chandler

Janice Davis

Elsie Dixon

Tina Doster

Corre & Tommy Foster & Baby Ellis

Patsy Harrington (Bro. Chad’'s grandmother)
AnnaBeth Harrison (former children/youth
director)

Rusty lles

Evan Johnson (Vic Johnson'’s brother)
David Landin (Becky Landin’s brother)
Lynda Mize

Carole Higgins Morton

Vickie Ogle (James Gammill's mother-in law)
Sid Parker (Beth Raines’ brother)

Susie Purnell Randall

Becky Rackley (Laura Stewart’s aunt)

Total Worship ...

Traceway
Evelyn O'Hara Wallace

Evelyn Smith (Amy Buckley’'s mother)

Harold Gene Tedford (Jimmy Tedford's brother)

Ronald Tedford (Jimmy Tedford’s brother
Debbie Williams (Jason Williams’ mother)
Sheila Wood

Family of Norma Morrison Cole
Family of Byron Acker
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