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An Invitation from the Pastor

One of the most exciting things that we get to do as a church family is
welcome people into membership in the body of Christ. Over the last couple
of months, I've had the pleasure of meeting with our confirmands and their
mentors and teaching them the things that | believe are foundational for a life
of faith. We've talked about the nature of God, the goodness of creation, the
problem of sin, and God’s power to redeem the world through the love of
Christ and the ongoing presences of the Holy Spirit.

On Sunday, August 16, our confirmands will profess their faith in Jesus and
join the covenant that we share as members of First United Methodist
Church. I pray you'll make it a priority to join us for worship and to celebrate
with our church family in the meal that follows.

If you only join us on Sunday, however, you'll miss part of the excitement. On
Saturday evening, we’ll be baptizing at least one of our confirmands by
immersion. In the United Methodist Church, we believe that there are
different modes of baptism, but that it's always the same fundamental act.
The sign looks different, but God’s work is the same.

The church has been baptizing folks by sprinkling or pouring for centuries,
and for good reason: before we could turn a faucet and have nearly unlimited
water, it could be hard to get enough water to the church. Most Methodist
churches don’t have baptismal fonts made for immersion and sprinkling is a
beautiful way to symbolize the way that baptism cleanses us of sin. | was
baptized by sprinkling when | was in 6" grade

While it's important that we remember that sprinkling/pouring is a good and
valid way to baptize, we shouldn’t discount immersion either. Immersion in
especially in a natural body of water can be a rich reminder of Jesus’ own
baptism in the Jordan River and a fitting way to signify that baptism is dying
and rising with Christ. It's also valuable because it's recognized as a valid
mode of baptism by all Christians (even though some are mistaken for
discounting the other modes!).

I hope you'll join us for baptism on Saturday for the Baptism (we’ll send
directions next week) and for confirmation on Sunday. And | hope you'll
celebrate with all of heaven that God is welcoming these young people into
his family.

In Christ,
Br. Chad



Angels in Aprons
July 28 - August 10 - Barbara lles and Holly Hitt
August 11 - August 24 - Jane Caston and Jason McKellar

Wednesday Night Meal & Discipleship - Our regular
Wednesday night programming for all ages will resume
on Wednesday, August 12. The meal will begin at 5:15pm
and programming will begin at 6:00pm.

Back to School Swim Parties - On Wednesday, August
5. the Helvestons will host the children and the Wallaces
will host the youth for swim parties to celebrate the
return to school. Transportation from the church will
depart at 5:30pm for both parties. Contact the church
office for further details.

Save the Dates - Please place the following events on
your calendars for August.

August 5 - Special Night for Children and Youth
Children will travel to the Helvestons’, and youth and
parents will go to the Wallaces'.

August 8 - Rummage Sale - 7.00am until noon
August 12 - Regular Wednesday Night Activities Begin
August 16 - Confirmation and Confirmation Lunch
August 30 - Fish Fry - 5:00pm @ The Harrell Barn

Furniture, books, baby items,
bedding, toys, cookware,
glassware, serving pieces

holiday decorations
and so much more!

SATURDAY, AUG. 8

. 7 A.M. - NOON
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

612 E. BROAD STREET
WEST POINT, MS

FELLOWSHIP HALL

Join us for a luncheon
honoring our 2026

Confirmands

Sunday, August 16th,

in the Fellowship Hall
following the worship

Selvieaet \
AUGUST CHURCH MEETINGS
August 17 @ 4:30pm - CDC Board Meeting
August 25 @ 6:00pm - Leadership Council

August 23, Worship Training
Brother Chad will be training liturgists, scripture
readers, and Communion servers, and ushers on
August 23 at 9:45am or 12:15pm. If you serve or
would be willing to serve in any of these positions,
please attend one of these trainings. If you are
unable to attend, please contact Brother Chad.

Our School Su[oplj Drive
begins Sunololj, Aug. 2!
Items collected will be used for the

Blessing Box

You may leave your supplies in the cart
outside the Fe”owship Hall or at the c{r'o'o off location
at the back of the sanctuary.




CHILDREN'S AUGUST SUNDAY SCHOOL
TEACHERS
August 2 - Linda Drake
and Shannon Wallace
August 9 - Laura and Elizabeth Stewart
and Tony and Lona Rosetti
August 16 -

Mark and Suzanne Bean
August 23 - Erin and Janae Robinson
and Lucy McKellar
August 30 - Gail Foote and Dee Echols
and Lynn Purnell

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPER HOSTS
FOR AUGUST
August 12 - Jane Caston and Holly Hitt
August 19 - Susan and Vic Johnson
August 26 - Beth Raines and Jane Caston

The Children Continue to Learn about
Faith in God

Continuing the lessons on learning about faith in
God through the study of Old Testament people of
faith, the children studied how Isaac’s faith led him
to pass God's blessings on to his sons Jacob and
Esau. They discussed what God's blessings are in
their lives. The students also made a pocket, shaped
like a school bus, by weaving the edges with yarn to
be used to store a small notebook and pen to write
down their own blessings from God. Then the
children went to the Blessing Box and placed items
for those in need. We want to thank Linda Drake and
Shannon Wallace for teaching.

Presentation of Third Grade Bible
Each year the church presents Bibles to our third
graders. This year Mae Sugg received her Bible. She
will also be moving up to the older children’s Sunday
school class. Congratulations, Mae!

Blessing of the Backpacks
On Sunday the congregation helped the students,
parents and teachers kick off the 2026 school year. The
students brought their backpacks to church, and
Brother Chad gave a blessing for everyone involved
and their backpacks. They students also received
backpack tags to which included a prayer for the
school year.
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First United Methodist Church

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Chad Bowen, Pastor, 494-5133
Rev. Dr. Ken Pickens - Pastor to Youth
Rachel Wood, Music Ministries, 494-2198
Stacy Hays, Family Ministries, 494-2198

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
August 9, 2026
11:00 AM
SCRIPTURE LESSON
James 5:7-11
SERMON
“Patience in the Lord”
ANTHEM
“City Called Heaven” - arr. Poelinitz
Gary Echols, soloist
SOUND TECH: Julie Gray
LAY READER: Elizabeth Bailey

Julie Gray, Financial Secretary, 494-1658
Gail Foote, Office Manager, 494-1658
Seth Matlock, Pianist
Galen Walter, Youth Intern
Ron Crawford, Custodian
Kenya Lee, CDC Director, 494-6811

FINANCIAL INFORMATION as of 7/30/2026

STREAM TEAM: Jason McKellar

The 11:00 AM worship Service is broadcast on
WKBB 100.9 FM and on Facebook Live at
First UMC of West Point and YouTube.

Total revenue received in July $35,944.75 ATTENDANCE August 2, 2026
i Sundav School 50 ONLINE GIVING QR CODE
Total expenses in July ($52,425.66) unday SCchool.......cne
Year to date revenue $205,556.71 Worship Service.....c 83
Year to date expenses ($236,271.29) Virtual 11:00 AM Service......12

More detailed financial information is available here: Total WOrship 95

https://flumcwestpoint.com/monthly-financial-summary/

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

In the Hospital Dugan Traceway
Deb McGaughey Evelyn O'Hara Wallace
Our Members Our Family and Friends:
Elizabeth Bailey Ted Berry Evelyn Smith (Amy Buckley's mother)
Liv Brand Wayne Brand Harold Gene Tedford (Jimmy Tedford's brother)
Tommy Bryan Joe Brownlee Ronald Tedford (Jimmy Tedford's brother
Helen Childress Mickey Burgess Scott Trull
Donna Cook Edith Carlisle Jeana Whitacre
Gale Griggs Caryl Currier (Gloria Bunnell's sister) Debbie Williams (Jason Williams’ mother)
Evelyn Haas Cora Chandler Sheila Wood
Caroline Harrell Janice Davis
Jordan Helveston Elsie Dixon Family of Brucie Lyon
Austin Hill Tina Doster Family of Vickie Ogle (James Gammill's
Emerson Houston Corre & Tommy Foster & Baby Ellis mother-in law)
Susan Johnson Patsy Harrington (Bro. Chad’s grandmother) ,
Victoria Johnston AnnaBeth Harrison (former children/youth
Charlotte Messier director)
Jerry Mize Rusty lles
Johnnie Newell Evan Johnson (Vic Johnson's brother)
Charlotte Portera David Landin (Becky Landin’s brother)
Ben Rosenkrans Lynda Mize
Billy Buck & Judy Staggers Carole Higgins Morton
Jimmy & Kathy Wood Sid Parker (Beth Raines’ brother)

Susie Purnell Randall
Becky Rackley (Laura Stewart's aunt)

There is plenty to see and buy at the rummage sale.
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